Scottish Youth Parliament Press Office

Friday 2nd September 2011

Scottish Government - Same Sex Marriage Consultation

Today, Friday 2nd September 2011, the Scottish Government has announced the launch of a 14 week consultation to gather views on whether same-sex marriage should be made legal.  This comes four weeks after the launch of the Scottish Youth Parliament’s ‘Love Equally Campaign’ – which urged the Scottish Government to announce a date this year for the consultation.

Grant Costello, Chair of the Scottish Youth Parliament said:

“The Scottish Youth Parliament is delighted the Scottish Government has agreed with the thousands of young people in Scotland who want to see marriage equality in Scotland.  Within four weeks of launching our campaign we have already received over 2500* signatures in favour of marriage equality – and we don’t intend to stop now.

“Polling shows more than 61% of Scots believe same-sex couples should have the right to marry.  74% of young people consulted by the SYP earlier this year agree with this.  As the democratically elected voice of Scotland’s young people the SYP will continue to work to ensure the Government doesn’t stop with this consultation, but brings forward a bill to end this unfair discrimination.  Who said young people can’t make a difference to our democratic society.”

Ends.

Notes to Editors

1.  A copy of the full Consultation document - http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf
2.  In the SYP Manifesto where 42,804 responses were received, 74% of young people agreed with Marriage Equality.

3.  The Scottish Youth Parliament is the democratically elected voice of Scotland’s young people and campaigns on a wide range of issues, and represents young people all over Scotland. It gives young people a national platform to voice their issues, turn them into positive actions, and influence Scotland’s decision makers.

4.     The full details of the campaign can be found and further information on the Scottish Youth Parliament can be found at www.syp.org.uk
5.  All media enquiries to Kate Bouchier-Hayes on 07735 300 558

6.  * Final number of petition signatures to be collated

7. Poll statistics taken from the Scottish Social Attitudes Survey http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/08/11121400/0 
